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The frutefull sentence- and the noble werkes 
- To our doctryne wryten in olde antyquyte 
By many gret and ryght notable clerkes 
Grounded on reagon and hygh auctoryte 
Dyde gyue us example by good moralyte 
To folowe the trace of trouth and ryghtwysnes 
Leuynge our $Synne and mortall wrechednes 


By theyr wrytynge doth to us appere 
The famous actes of many a champyon 

Jn the courte of fame renowned fayre and clere 
And $ome endpted theyr entencyon 
Cloked in coloure harde in construccyon 
Specyally poetes vnder cloudy fygures 
Conered the trouthe of all theyr scryptures 


So hystoryagraphes all the worthy dedes 
Df kynges and knyghtes dyde put in wrytynge 
To be in mende for theyr memoryall medes 
How sholde we now Haue knowledgynge 
Df thynges past, but by theyr endytynge 
Cherfore we ought to prayse them doubteles 
That Spent theyr tyme in Suche good busynes 


Amonge all other my good mayster Lydgate 
The eloquent poete and monke of burp 
Dyde bothe contryue and also translate 
Wany vertues bokes to be in memory 
Touchynge the trouthe well and $entencyouslp 
But $yth that his deth was intollerable 

I praye God rewarde bym in Iyfe perdurable 
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* | amonge all thynges nothynge ſo prouffytable 
= As 1s ſcyence with the ſentencyous ſcrypture 
» For worldly rycheſſe is often tranſmuta 
” As dayly dothe appere well in vre 

* Pet ſcyens abydeth and is mooſt ſure 
" After noo to attayne grete rycheſle 
| Seyens is cauſe of promocfon doubtles 


* J (ytell or nought erpert in poetrye 
- Remembrynge my youth ſo lyght and frayle 
: Purpoſe to compyle here full breuyatly 
' A ptell treatyſe wofull to bewayle 
The cruell ſwerers whiche do god aſſaple 
! Dn euery ſyde his ſwete body to tere - 
* With terryble othes as often as they were 


alone 


i | 


; But all fordrede plonged in neclygence 

4 My penne dothe quake to preſume to endyte 
+ But hope at laſte to recure this ſcyence 

| Exozteth me ryght hardely to wryte 
4 To deuopde ydleneſfle by good appetyte 
| For ydleneſle the grete moder of ſynne 
F Euery vyce 1s redy to lette ynne 


{ J with the ſame ryght gretely infecte 
j Lykelp to depe tyll grace by medecyne 

{ Recured my ſekenes my payne to abiecte 
Commaundynge me by her hye power deuyne 
To drawe this treatyſe for to enlumyne 
1 The reders therof by penytencyall pyte 
y And to pardon me of tyepr benygnyte 


Yght myghty prÞces of euery cryſten regn 
ſende you gretynge moche hertly & grae 
Right wel to gouern vpright your domtt 
And all your lordes J-gteete in [yke m 
By this my lettre your hertes'to embrace 
Brſechynge you to pzynte it in your mynde 
How fo2 your ſake J toke on me mankynde 


And as a lambe mooft mekely dyde enciyne 
To ſuffre the dethe foz your redempcyon 
And ye my kynges whiche do nowe domyne 
Duer my comons in terreſtryall mancyon 
we pyncely | room: oye and Juredyccyon 

Jn your regall courtes do ſuffre me be rente 
And my tender body with blode all beſpzente 
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Cithout my gtare ye maye nothynge preuaple 
Though yt be kynies fo2 to mayntene your ſee I 
To be a kynge it mxy nothynge anayle | 
But yf my grace p2eferue His dyguyte 
Beholde your \ſeruatntes how they do tere me 
By cruell othes now vpon ruery ſyder i 
Aboute the worlde fauncynge my woundes wyde ! 


All the graces whiche I 'haue pou ſhowed 
Reuolue in mynde tryght ofte ententyflp 
Beholde my bvdy with blody dzoppes endewed 
Withftn 'your'realines nowe-tozne fo pyteouſly 
Towſed and'tugged with'ofhes cruelly 
Some my heed ſstne 'myn armes' and face 

. Some my herte'do-all to rente and race 


mA They newe agayne do hange me on the rode 

xe They tere my ſydes and are nothynge dyſmayde 
WW9y woundes they open and. deuoure my blode 

PI god and man mooſf wofully arayde 

{{To you complayne ft mape not be denayde 

{!Þe nowe do tug me/ye tere me at the roote 

i! Pet J to you am chele refuyte and boote 


J; | TUherfore ye kynges reygnynge in renowne 
Þ Refourme your ſeruauntes in your courte abuſed 
Þ To good example of euery maner towne 
| So that theyr othes whiche they longe haue vſed 
# On payne and punyſſhement be holly refuſed 

# Weke as a Lambe I ſuffre theyr grete wronge 

F 'I maye take vengeaunce thoughe J tary _—_ 


1 \J do forbere ſ wolde, haue you amende 
- | And graunte you mercy and ye wyll it take - 
- ] D my ſwete brederne why do ye offende . 
{ dgapne to tere me whiche deyed for your ſake 
# Lo ſe my kyndnes and frome ſynne awake 
7 J dyde redeme you from the deuylles chapne 
l and ſpyte of me ye wpll to hym agapne 


} Wade J not heuen the mooſt gloryous manſyon 
& Jn whiche J wolde be gladde to haue you in 

I Now come ſwete bretherne to myn habytacyon 
I Alas good brederne with your mortall ſpnne 
F Glhy flee ye from me // to torne agapnr: begynne 
| - Mt, you I bought you ye can it not denye 


A.ttt. 


Pet to the deupll ye go nowe wplipngly 
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= Wy payne (in mynde 
1 4 Retepne 
| U99y ſwete bloode 
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Dn the roode (my broder 
Dyde the good 


Wyn armes ſpzed 
gy woundes bled 
CBeholbe thou my ſyde 
Clounded ſo oth wpde 


(thynke none oder 


(all for thyn owne ſak 


Bledynge ſoze that tyde = 
2 


CThus fo? the J ſmerted 
Why arte thou harde herted (x thy \werynge a flake 
Be by me conuerted 

CTere me nowe no more 


Wy woundes are ſoze (and come to my grace 
Leue ſwerynge therfoze 


CJ am redy - $ 
To graunte mercy (for thy treſpace 
To the truely 3 


Tome nowe nere 
Wy frende dere (before me 


And appere & 
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Jn wo ſe ſe * % 
Dyde go 
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IUnto me dere broder my loue and my herte 
iTurmente me no more with thyn othes grete 
- FCome vnto my Joye and agayne reuerte | 
From the deuylles ſnare and his ſutyl net 
akgBeware of the worlde all about the ſet 
JThy fleſſhe is redy by concupyſcence 
To. burne thy herte with curſed vyolence 


Iket 
| Thoughe theſe thre enempyes do ſore the aflayle 
JUpon cuery fyde with daungerous infquite 
2But pf thou lyſt / they may nothynge preuayle 
1NNor yet ſubdue the with all theyr extremyte 
]To do good or yll /all is at thy [yberte 

 #J do graunte the grace thyn enemyes to ſubdue 
1 Swete broder accepte it theyr power to extue 
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| And ye kynges and prynces of hye noblenes 
_ | With dukes and lordes of euery dygnyte 

1 Indued with manhode wyſdome and ryches 
] Duer the comons haupnge the ſouerapnte 
1 Correfte them whiche ſo do tere me 
{ By cruell othes without repentaunce 
- } Amende be tyme leſt J take vengeaunce 


Exovi biceſimy / non accipies nomen Tet tui in banum. 


Unto the man J gaue commaundement . 
Not to take the name of thy god vaynfully 
As not to ſ\were but at tyme conuenyent 
Befote a Juge fo bere recorde truely 
MNamynge mp name. with reuerence mekely 
Unto the Juge than there in preſence 

By my name to gyue to the good credence 


A my brederne yf that J be wrothe 
Jt is for cauſe ye falſly by me ſwere 
Pe knowe pourſelfe that Þ am very trothe 
Det wrongfully pe do me rente and tere 
| pe neyther loue me nor my Juſtyce fere 
And yf ye dyde ye wolde full gentylly 
Dbeye my byddynge well and perfytely 


The worldly kynges hauynge the ſouerapnte 
ye do well obey without reſyſtence 

pe dare not take theyr names in vanyte 
But with grete honoure and eke reuerence 
Than my name more bye of magnyfycence 

pe ought more to drede whiche am kynge of all 
Bothe god and man and reygne celeſiyall 


No erthely man loueth pou ſo well 

As IJ do /whiche mekely dyde enclyne 

For to redeme you from the fendes of hell 
Takynge your kynde by my godhede dyupne 
pou' were the fendes J| dyde make you myne 
For you ſwete bretherne j| was on the rode 
Opupynge my body-my herte and my blode 
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' K00:wozthe you whole Fa T 
'X00 wozthe yourbozryble (ynne ſo byolene, * FF 


Thats (ette Sores innprabinaneERs,"- 
Y auvhartes harwe-weeh moztall {prne lo we 


1the pou heartes (0 planted ih pzde, | 
200 wortheyour widthe and moral enup, - 
XW00-worthe louthye that wich youdothe abxde, | 
00 worthe allo (nmeſurable gloton 


£000 wozthe youthatfoz good geuathy1l, - 


Ko wozthe ſoztetloye cauſe of pepne cternalf 
00 worthe you that be ſo peryerted, - 
2000 worthe your pleaſures pour ſynnes moztall,. 
X00 worthe you foz whome J loze linerted, 
2000 whozthe you euer but ye be conuerted, 


madynae} repennf, 


Wo wertepone gar onto 
#00.waxhegour heartes rn 
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$000 worth your fallhead and your dotbleneſle, 

200 wotthe alſo your comxtupte tu! 
$900 wozthe delygite tn woyldly-rpchelle, 
wo wozthe debate withoute:tynguplſhment 
$000 wotthe your wozdes lomuche i impacyent, 
wo worthepou'vnto'whome Jdyd boote, 
Ind wo wotthepou thattearemoat the roote, 


Bleſſed be ye thatlouehamplytie, -  -- 
Bleſſed be ye that louetrutheand pacpence, - 
Bleſſed be ye folowyng the wozkes of cquotie, a 
._ Bleſſed bepethatloue' wellnhſiynence, 
; HBlelſhdbepe vpzgynsofexcalen 
Blelſedbeye whiche loue DilttHertue 


Blelled bepe whychedothe wopd ed 


Bleſſed be ye that heauenlp toy do loue; 
Blelled be-pe tn vertuous goucrnaunce, 

|  Bleſſedbeyewhiche dopleaſares reptoue; 
© Bleſſedbeyethatconſydermy greuatnee, 


Blelled be ye whiche do take re 


unce, ; 
Blelled be ye remtentbeyngemy-paſſyon, 


Bleſſed be ye makynge petycyon., 
| Blelſedbeyefolowyngmptrace;- 
L. Dis be pengUely Co 
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Who wpll it 
Shall iye+1 


(That ſpendeth his t 
Fo: a bzentat pleaſin 


Than after that to hane eternat nope, 


.D 
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Bleſſed be yethatmipinathemaniyty, 
Blelled be ye good atidrelpgyons. 
Blelled be pe in the lyfe tempozall, 
Wobyche apply yourlelfeto topeceleſtian,, 


The byytle woxlde tp 
ne 
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mutcable, 
es, 


02th thys 
0 take 


greater fooke,than he" 
metohymObncere 
ve of-wordly vanyte, 


Iteth and fayne,” 
ndcty ,veve, 
quanteſutit tencbye- © 


_- 


all aftcr ſozowe.a 
1.another wozlde 
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Therfozegood byeGFerne your denrtesendpne, 


 Bytwenepyou and me but truthe andry 
How 
- . Juſt take vengeaunce vpon you ſodenlp, : 


nt no ſopeof crthip contyltow; TIO 
FopPke as Phebus dothe the ſnowe relente; 
po paſſeth the ioyes of the woridttanſptow, 

Tymerunneth falt exll wozldlpiiyfebeſpente, - 
Conſyder this i your entendemente. 
leſſed be they that mp wozdes doheare 
Ind kepe it wel, for they. are tome neare, 


'G. 
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Tolonteanddzede me thatam omnfipotents,. 
Bothe godand man tn top celeſtyne, 
Beholde my body all to tozneandrente, - 
With your lpyteful othes cruel and byoletite; 
Jloueyou,you hate me.,yeareto hardsheatted; 
helpe ypoy,ye tcareme. |lphowfozpou Flmerted; 


Mercy and peace dydmakean byte 


Donoweromplayne, byddyng np nodhead ſe, 
thatype bueke the leage of lothefaltnelke, - 


- They tell methat by tuſiyce doubtleſle, 


 Thatbpyour kwerynge agayne me I 


- Foz at the reqtieſt of good mercy eace 
Fhaue lojbomne pw SS al 
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E Citra iuratoresxfimin celocrucifigetes;perBers - 
qardl dixit dfis. Nonne (atis ptoate vulneratus ſune * 
None ſatrs afflict® ſſi-deſtneampli®peccare.qz magis 4 
aggrauat vulnus peceati,qui vulnus.laterismet, 


Im not Þ woundedfoz theſuffycyent- 
Haue J not foz the yyoughe afflpccyone 
XLeue thou thy ſynne by good auyſement, 
The wounde of ſynneto me is mote paſſyon, 


Though F do lpare you, beware yetmy fury, 
But ye amendeto bzennectcrnally, 


Wotth my blody wounde Jdydyour charterſeale, | 


why do yeteareit,why do pe bzeake tt ſoe 
Syth it to you is the eternall heale, 

And therelyefe of euerlaſtinge woe 
Beholdethys lettex wyth the pzynte alſo, 
@f mpne owne ſealeby pcrfyte portrapture; 
Pzynte it in mynde andye Hall heltherecure, 


And yekynges and lozdes of rehowne, = 
Exyonte your ſeruauntes they; (weryngeto ceaſe, 


Come vnto me and calt yourſpnneadowne, 


And Jy v om ſhalltruly releaſe, . 
wyth grace and plentte J ſhall truly encreaſe, 
Ind bzynge you whiche reyoluetnwardly, 
This1s mp complaynte to eternal glozy, 


Than the wounde of my (ydefoz thy redempcyon; = 


iytell treatyſe detopde of eloquence 
wPnge fo2 dzeade t0 approche Co mateſte, 
wietiyge lozdſurmountynge in excellence, 
FR the wpnge of hys benygnpte, 
Submpttyngeth gethetohys mercyfull pytie, 
Ind beleche hys grace to pardon thy rudneſle, 
 whyche.of late was —— ydlenefle, 
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